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FACTS AND A COMMON PROBLEM FACING 
LEARNERS AT A TERTIARY LEVEL… 

Choosing a prep or high school is far easier than 
choosing and being accepted into the right 
University to study a chosen programme. Parents 
spend years planning and researching to fi nd the 
best option for their child’s schooling and often 
put children’s names down at top schools as 
soon as the child is born and are prepared to pay 
handsomely for this. Sadly, when it then comes 
to making a University choice, in spite of the 
monetary investment made by parents over the 
years and the years of studying which a student 
has invested, families, have become conditioned 
to the fact, that securing a tertiary place locally, is 
not at all easy. This is in spite of the fact that the 
student might have achieved excellent grades 
during their high school years. Besides this, the 
choice and acceptance level can be very limited 
locally. This therefore does not cater for a student 
to be able to select the best University or College 
to suit their individual requirement. 

Moreover, students have resigned themselves 
to the fact that in many instances they may have 

to study a programme which is not their fi rst, 
second, third or even fourth choice and they 
could graduate with a degree that is not fi tting 
to their ideal career choice. Choosing the right 
career, which one is suited to and ensuring that 
one studies the right course and at the right 
institution, is vital for any prospective student who 
is preparing for a career. 

A huge paradigm shift is therefore necessary as 
tertiary education should be the “icing on top 
of the cake” where education is concerned and 
therefore it is necessary that students are able to 
be selective and choose the best study route to 
suit them and this is POSSIBLE via EDULINK. 

SOLUTION… 

Yes fortunately there is a very workable, tried 
and trusted solution which we wish to spread 
the awareness about. Parents and students can 
choose wisely and select the best University, 
College or Medical School from a wide selection 
of institutions from all over the world and the 
process is simple and the entry criteria is realistic. 
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A University choice could become one of 
the fi rst and most important decisions that a 
student could make in their adult life, so it is very 
important to select wisely. 

A student recruitment company, EDULINK, with 
a Head Offi ce in Johannesburg has realised this 
dilemma and has over the years forged valuable 
partnerships with Universities, Colleges and 
multiple Medical Schools all over the world. 
Thus they are able to assist prospective students 
to gain access to tertiary studies anywhere in 
the world. Most importantly, they are able to 
help students choose the best University to 
suit their programme choice, academic ability, 
lifestyle requirement and budget as they are not 
promoting merely one institution but many. The 
Universities offered, range from affordable to the 
best and most highly ranked Universities in the 
world and this includes Medical Schools. 

The student should always come “fi rst” and 
this is EDULINK’s policy. They are paying for 
this service and must therefore be in the driver’s 
seat. When shopping for any valued commodity, 
one searches the market thoroughly before 
committing and rightly so. Therefore when 
investing in a learner’s future, we cannot accept 
anything but the best. 

When a student applies via EDULINK they have 
the whole world to choose from and are offered 
professional advice via counsellors who are well 
trained and understand which study route would 
best suit a prospective student. The application 
process is user friendly and in most cases, other 
than UCAS applications, which EDULINK handles 
as well, a conditional acceptance offer can be 
received within days. 

It is also realised that most learners are very 

techno savvy, but we discourage learners from 
trying to identify a suitable University via a 
website and applying directly. Smart University 
websites can be misleading… environment and 
student culture is important to consider and this 
is where a local recruitment company with the 
experience they have gathered from many years 
of working in this fi eld, are equipped to advise 
students wisely about which study destination 
and institution choice would be best for them. 
They have visited the Universities, have other 
local students enrolled there who are happy and 
have ensured there is adequate student pastoral 
care available to students. 

EDULINK has trained consultants throughout 
South Africa and cross borders and the Head 
Offi ce would be able to put students and their 
families in touch with their local consultant. 

Most importantly, not everyone is the same and 
therefore not every University will suit every 
student. That is why it is important to offer a 
choice of institutions to choose from so that there 
is an ideal study option for everyone…
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•   One that suits most student’s 
budget.

•   To suit each student’s 
academic level.

•   One that will fulfi ll individual 
programme choices, career 
aspirations and dreams.

•   One that will best suit 
the student’s lifestyle 
requirement.



TIPS ON HOW TO CHOOSE THE BEST UNIVERSITY OR 
COLLEGE … 

It is important for prospective students to approach their 
university application intelligently and methodically so 
that their university career gets off to a fl ying start.

Firstly, before a student looks seriously at which university 
is right for them, they should start by taking stock of 
what they have to offer and what they want from their 
university experience and beyond. It is important 
to explain as much as possible about themselves in 
their Personal Statement and to have a realistic view 
of themselves, their motivations and what they want 
to achieve. 

Consider the following: 

GRADES – WHAT GRADES ARE THEY PREDICTED TO 
ACHIEVE AND WHAT IS THE SOLUTION IF THEY DO 
NOT ACHIEVE THEM?

Grades will have a direct bearing on which universities 
a student can realistically apply to, so this will be a good 
starting point in narrowing down the selection. 

The company has a solution to assist students who 
might not have achieved their predicted grades, to gain 
acceptance into the best University or College options 
locally and globally which will suit their academic ability 
and budget, these are … 

Foundation College – pathway routes are available in 

WHY STUDYING ABROAD 
OFFERS SO MUCH MORE …

The world opens up to a student 
when they study globally.

•   Safe and Secure environment 
and uninterrupted study 
schedules.

•   They become more confi dent, 
learn about other cultures and 
lifestyles.

•   They and are able to network 
with new friends from all over 
the world, who can become 
friends and work colleagues 
for life.

•   They often learn new 
languages although teaching 
is mostly in English.

•   They are able to work part time 
whilst they study which can 
subsidise their expenses and 
provide them with extra cash 
to pay for travels and discover 
places that are new to them.

•   International work experience 
is an important credit to any 
student’s CV.

•   An international accredited 
degree is impressive on a CV.

•   Many Universities offer 
exchange programmes where 
students can also study in 
other countries and continents 
which will add diversity to their 
study experience.

•   Internships are often offered 
which provide international 
work experience and are 
in many instances well 
remunerated.
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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE
HELPING YOU MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE - 
WHATS NEXT...

Johannesburg, Cape Town, South Africa, UK, USA, 
Germany, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Australia 
and North Cyprus - helping students whose 
grades are not that strong, to gain acceptance 
into Universities of their choice.

Global Universities with lower entry criteria – are 
available 

Colleges abroad – through which students can 
gain a Higher National Diploma and from there 
can progress via the same College to attain a 
degree. This is a vocationally based programme 
providing students with “hands on” work 
experience as well.

PSYCHOMETRIC AND APTITUDE 
ASSESSMENTS 

EDULINK has their own in-house qualifi ed 
psychometric assessor who conducts 
psychometric and aptitude assessments in their 
offi ces and via SKYPE for out of town students. 
This is an ideal solution to ensure students pin 
point their ideal career path and choose a study 
programme which will fi t their chosen career. 

WHAT DOES A STUDENT WISH TO GAIN FROM 
UNIVERSITY?

There are many reasons and motivations 
for attending university, so a student should 
ask themselves some serious questions to 
identify what they want from their university 
experience. For example, do they want to attend 
a top university for the prestige? Is Academic 
fulfi llment important? Is University the next step 
on a defi ned career path? Or are they focused 
on the social side of University life? Would a 
competitive sporting University be their fi rst 
choice? City based or country based? Answers 
to these questions will help a student to be clear 
about what sort of university would be right for 
them. 

WHAT DOES A STUDENT WISH TO GAIN FROM 
THEIR CAREER?

Not everyone knows what they want to do for  
a living while they’re still at school, and if that is 
the case, it would be wise to consider doing a 
psychometric and/or aptitude assessment test 
which will help to identify and pin point the right 

DECISION MAKING
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career path which will work for them. This can 
be arranged via Skype and/or in the company’s 
offi ce in Johannesburg. 

However, when a student has their heart set on 
a particular career, there are likely to be some 
universities with a better reputation for their 
fi eld than others. The company will be able to 
direct students to the best University to follow 
their programme choice. It is also advisable 
that students do some research to fi nd out what 
degrees are most respected in the profession you 
wish to enter. 

WHAT PERSONALITY TYPE?

It is important for a student to think about their 
personality traits and how these will shine through 
in their approach to College or University studies. 
Are they the scholarly type who’s self-motivated 
enough to put in a huge amount of work in order 

to achieve top grades? If so, they might thrive in 
a highly academic environment. If they are not so 
academic, a modern university where practical 
skills are part of the curriculum, is likely to be 
better suited. All these choices exist and there is a 
realistic entry criteria available. 

NARROWING DOWN CHOICES OF 
UNIVERSITIES

Once a student has jotted down a realistic picture 
of themselves and their aims and motivations, 
it’s time to start narrowing down their choice. If 
they are aiming high and have excellent grades 
(grades are very important if a student wishes to 
study at the highly ranked Universities, as most of 
these Universities only consider grades and are 
very selective) a highly ranked University should 
be a student’s fi rst choice. 

HERE ARE THE ASPECTS THAT A STUDENT 
MIGHT WANT TO LOOK AT WHEN CREATING 
THEIR SHORTLIST.
� The course

It goes without saying that one of the most 
important considerations when it comes to 
choosing the right university is whether or not 
the student likes the look of the course or courses 
they offer for their chosen subject. If a student is 
planning to study an unusual subject, their choice 
of universities may already be narrower, because 
not every University may offer it but since there is 
a large portfolio available, EDULINK will pin point 
which University would be most suitable. On 
the other hand, programmes such as Business 
Administration, IT, Hospitality Management will 
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be offered virtually everywhere and most of these 
courses involve vocational teaching. 

Most universities will allow students to specialise 
to a certain extent, allowing them to tailor their 
degree to the areas of the subject that they are 
most interested in:

� The facilities 

Facilities in most universities comprise - Libraries, 
labs, equipment, student union, sporting facilities 
and accommodation. Staying on campus is a 
big plus for international students as this is a 
good way to make friends and concentrate on 
studies. It is not advisable to waste time and 
money traveling to university, shopping for food 
and preparing it when this can all be available on 
campus where a student can enjoy the social life 
there at the same time. 

� Cold climate

A cold climate can be a change and snow 
is always something special. These types of 
destinations would be England, Scotland, Wales, 
Ireland, USA, Canada, Denmark, Switzerland, 
Hungary and China. Besides the colder climate, 
during summer in the Northern Hemisphere as 
far north as one travels, one will experience long 
days where it only gets dark at around 10 to 11pm 
in the height of summer… this is wonderful over 
the summer which is also the holiday season. A 

time when students break from their studies for 
more than three months and can work, holiday 
and travel. The winters are however the opposite, 
in winter it can get dark at 4pm and it can be cold 
but everywhere is heated - housing, buses and 
trains.

� Warm Climate

These destinations include Mauritius, Dubai, 
Malaysia, Malta and North Cyprus. It never really 
gets that cold in these destinations and Mauritius, 
Malta and Cyprus offer idyllic island surroundings. 

� City versus Country lifestyle

Universities are generally located in cities and 
many in Capital cities. These have a distinctive 
feel and offer different university experiences. For 
instance, if nightlife is important to you, a city with 
a thriving night-life, might be perfect; if a student 
considers themselves to be a country person, 
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a relatively sleepy university town with its easy 
access to beautiful countryside, would probably 
be better suited. 

� Old, new, collegiate?

If dreaming of spires and ancient scholarly 
architecture, an older university would be the 
better choice. Many students enjoy the collegiate 
structure of some of the ancient universities that 
thrive on tradition and offer an almost Hogwarts-
esque university experience. The collegiate 
structure of these universities offers students the 
chance to be part of a smaller community within 
a larger one, affording them the opportunity to 
study and socialise both within their own college 
and with the wider university. 

� More modern universities

Modern Universities offer a totally different 
experience that may be better suited to some 
students, with a very different vibe and perhaps 
more of a feeling of being part of a progressive 
and up-to-date community. Students should 
think about what sort of environment they’d be 
most comfortable in. They may prefer the relative 
anonymity of being part of a big year group, or 
they may want to be part of a tighter-knit family 
that comes with being in a small year group in 
which everyone knows each other. 

� Cost of living 

The cost of living may not be something students 
have thought about before, but it’s something 
they’ll notice very quickly when they move to 

University and start having to manage money 
on their own. This is great way of learning how 
to budget. The cost of living varies between 
countries and advice can and will be provided. 

� Tuition fees 

Tuition fees are varied from university to 
university, medical school to medical school, and 
sometimes even from course to course within 
the same university, depending on the nature 
of the course. The most affordable study routes 
start at US$3000 per annum for tuition + an 
extra US$3000 for full living expenses (modern 
comfortable accommodation, three meals a 
day, health insurance and local travel) and costs 
increase according to study destinations and 
rankings. 

� Student Loans 

Once an offer has been received students can 
be referred to a fi nancial institution which fully 
fi nances the tuition, living expenses and air travel. 
This is subject to credit approval. 

� Scholarships 

Partial scholarships are limited and are awarded 
by merit and are only awarded once an offer has 
been received.

� Accommodation

Most universities will offer accommodation for 
fi rst year, after which students are expected 
to club together with their new found friends 
to fi nd a house to share. Some universities, 
however, offer accommodation for further study 
years as well. Accommodation should be a key 
consideration, because if a student is unhappy 
with where you’re living, this can impact on their 
academic performance and general well-being. 
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� The Fun Stuff 

Pretty much every university will have an 
assortment of sports teams, musical groups 
and various other societies catering for a wide 
range of interests. If a student has a particularly 
niche interest, however, they may fi nd that not 
everywhere has a society representing it and they 
could start one themselves and scout for students. 
Joining societies and groups at University are 
good networking experiences and a way to 
help to make friends easily with those who have 
similar interests.

� The fi nal shortlist

When a student has organised a shortlist, it’s time 

to whittle it down still further and decide which 
University will best suit their programme choice, 
lifestyle requirement, academic ability and 
budget and then apply. 

� The good news – receiving an offer!

The exciting journey begins, EDULINK helps 
students with their visa applications and has 
for eight consecutive years achieved 100% 
success rate with all their visa applications. 
They also assist with orientation and travel 
bookings and are available to assist students with 
progression applications to other destinations at 
a Postgraduate level.

This is a question that is often raised and the answer is, Yes, they will 
normally, as their study visa will not allow them to stay longer than six 
months in the country of study after they have graduated. Historically 
speaking, almost all of the thousands of students who have followed this 
route via EDULINK, have returned home after their studies, richer from 
the experience and have successfully contributed their valued study 
and travel experience into the workplace in their home country. This 
represents more of a “brain gain” than a “brain drain”.

FAQ …. BUT WILL STUDENTS RETURN 
BACK TO THEIR HOME COUNTRY?
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1 British Columbia, Canada
2 Chicago, USA
3 Virginia, USA
4 Long Island, USA
5 Vermont, USA
6 Maine, USA
7 Dallas, USA
8 Buenos Aires, Argentina
9 Murcia, Spain
10 Marbella, Spain 
11 Republic of Ireland
12 United Kingdom
13 Amsterdam, Netherlands
14 Berlin, Germany
15 Riga, Latvia
16 Lucerne, Switzerland
17 Rome, Italy
18   North Cyprus – Mediterranean
19   Vienna, Austria
20  Debrecen, Hungary
21  Dubai
22  Johannesburg, South Africa
23 Ebene, Mauritius

24  Malaysia
25 Jiangxi, China
26 Shanghai, China
27 Thailand
28  Perth, Australia
29  Adelaide, Australia
30  Melbourne, Australia
31  Canberra, Australia
32  Sydney, Australia
33  Auckland, New Zealand
34  Malta
35  Cape Town, South Africa
36  Gaborone, Botswana
37  Mbabane, Swaziland
38  Masuru, Lesotho
39  Paris, France
40  Toronto, Canada
41  Washington, USA
42  Dallas, USA
43  Kingstown and St Vincent, 

West Indies
44  Berlin and Cologne, Germany

First of all, think carefully about your desired study destination. 
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WHERE DO THEY WISH TO STUDY?
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YOU HAVE THE WHOLE WORLD TO CHOOSE FROM – THE RIGHT UNIVERSITY TO 
SUIT YOUR BUDGET, ACADEMIC ABILITY, PROGRAMME AND LIFESTYLE CHOICE 
SO YOU CAN GET IT RIGHT FROM THE START.
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www.int-edulink.co.za 
Tel: +27 11 442 9101 / 2 or +27 11 442 9131 / 2

Fax: +27 11 788 1037

Email: mail@int-edulink.co.za

Post: P. O. Box 2297, Parklands, 2121
Johannesburg, South Africa

For more information and 
assistance to apply to any of the 

study destinations worldwide, kindly 
contact Edulink to arrange that one 
of our local counsellors in your area 

contacts you for a free consult…

FIND OUT 
MORE




